
   
Scalable Communications Provides Stephenson Harwood with an Extreme 

Networks Legal LAN 

International law firm selects Summit family of switches for network refresh  

28th May 2009 - Extreme Networks and its Platinum Partner Scalable 

Communications today announced that international law firm Stephenson Harwood is 

using a selection of switches from its Summit family to refresh its Local Area Network 

(LAN) infrastructure and provide a solid foundation for future expansion.   

Stephenson Harwood is a successful and growing practice dedicated to client 

service, working with organisations operating in the financial services, transportation, 

real estate and energy industries. Stephenson Harwood required a network that 

would support 21st century requirements, such as IP Telephony.  As its incumbent 

Nortel network was unable to fulfil these requirements, it realised it was time to 

upgrade the LAN infrastructure. Scalable Communications recommended that 

Stephenson Harwood deploy a series of Extreme Networks Summit switches to 

provide the backbone for introducing IP Telephony, whilst providing the necessary 

uptime and reliability required, with minimal failover.  

We spoke with our service provider Scalable Communications, and briefed the team 

there with our network requirements, says Stephenson Harwood Director of IT, 

Chris Petrie. Our aim was to deploy a robust and reliable network solution with 

excellent monitoring and reporting tools. Scalable have delivered a high quality 

platform for our Information systems the forthcoming VoIP deployment and for other 

ancillary Ethernet/IP based systems .  

In providing Stephenson Harwood with Extreme Networks solutions, we knew that 

we would meet all their reliability and resiliency requirements, whilst providing them 

with a network that is future-proofed, said Scalable Communications Director of 

Strategic and New Business, Frank Richmond. We were able to roll out the new 

system in parallel to the existing one so that usability wouldn t be affected.  Now the 



 
new Extreme Networks system is in place, we can safely remove the old one without 

interruption.

  
Following the implementation of the new system in the UK office, Stephenson 

Harwood now plans to utilise Extreme Networks switches in all new office openings, 

with a view to introducing these to all its sites worldwide.  

We re very pleased we ve had the opportunity to build a strong and secure 

relationship with Stephenson Harwood, and to provide them with technology capable 

of supporting their 21st Century applications, said Extreme Networks Director for 

UK and Ireland, Gary Newbold. At a time when technologies are constantly 

evolving, it s imperative to have a secure network that is future-proofed and capable 

of hosting an ever-increasing list of applications.

  

About Stephenson Harwood 

Stephenson Harwood is an international law firm with some 90 partners and over 500 

staff worldwide. We offer a full range of legal services combined with recognised 

expertise in five sectors: energy, financial services, projects and infrastructure, real 

estate and transportation.   

We have six offices across Europe and Asia: Guangzhou, Hong Kong, London, 

Paris, Piraeus, Shanghai and Singapore. Through our wider international network of 

offices and affiliates, we provide clients with quality resources and expert local 

knowledge in Africa, Asia, Europe, Latin America and the Middle East.   

About Scalable Communications 

Scalable Communications is a leading independent provider of business 

communications solutions, enabling customers to increase productivity and reduce 

operational costs, by exploiting latest communications technologies and 

consolidating suppliers and bills. 

Started in 1997, Scalable Communications has over ten years of strong performance 

and consistent organic growth from medium and large sized customers from both the 

private and public sector, including names such as B&Q, Royal Society of Medicine 

and Cambridgeshire County Council.  With a customer retention rate of over 96%, 

Scalable Communications can be relied upon to transform an organisations business 

communications. 



 
About Extreme Networks, Inc. 

Extreme Networks provides converged Ethernet networks that support data, voice 

and video for enterprises and service providers. The company s network solutions 

feature high performance and high availability switching that deliver insight and 

control enabling customers to solve their real-world business communications 

challenges.  Operating in more than 50 countries, Extreme Networks provides wired 

and wireless secure LANs, data center infrastructure and Service Provider Ethernet 

transport solutions that are complemented by a global, 24x7 service and support.  

For more information, visit: http://www.extremenetworks.com
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